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I told my Lord Lieutenant that you would put his Excel-
lency in mind of the business of the first fruits and twentieth
parts, and he desired that it might be so. The representa-
tion Is not yet ready, and it will be hard to make it so as
to answer our design and please everybody, there seems to
me a strange spirit of jealousy to have possessed the clergy,
insomuch that they seem afraid to let anything of their
business be known though in order to assist them.1 " We
know not," say they, "what use will be made of it." But
they do not consider that what they would conceal is
known to all the world, and a great deal more believed
concerning their affairs than is true, and that only a true
representation of their state can remove the prejudices that
are against them, as for example a man that has sixty
pounds per annum is afraid to discover it, when at the same
time the world believes he has a hundred pounds and he
suffers all the obloquy and envy that such an income is apt
to raise in those that grudge a maintenance to the clergy.
I have often compared such to a traveller that has a guinea
in his pocket and dare not discover his stock, lest he should
encourage robbers that in the meantime know he is on the
road, and believe he has a hundred pounds about him.

But there are some weaknesses ought to be concealed. I
grant it, if they are secrets. But we ought to take care of
the woodcock's folly that thinks none see him when he
hides his head,2 one half of the pains would mend those

Chimnies, and done great damage throughout this City and Suburbs."
The wind came from. W.N.W. and "the Shoram Prize was overset
in Clontarf Pool and several small boats were sunk33

1  It would appear from a letter addressed by Archbishop King to
Lord Pembroke (2I February, 1707-8) that the object of these inquiries
was to prepare an account of the state of the parishes in the diocese
of Dublin to be sent with the representation as an example of the con-
dition of the parishes throughout Ireland.  " The Bishops pitched on
Dublin," says King, "because it was nearest the Government and the
truth of particulars would be more easily examined in it than in those
at a greater distance.  Your Excellency may be assured that the case
is worse in all the other dioceses than in this of Dublin, except in such
as lie in the six counties in the north, that are commonly called the
escheated counties, where the case of the clergy is better, because King
James I, on the settlement after Tyrone's Rebellion, made a new
endowment of the churches and settled an equitable tithing table be-
tween the ministers and their people in those counties."

2  This habit of the woodcock had doubtless been observed by King
when in the west of Ireland (supra, p. 51, n. 3), where those birds are
found in exceptional numbers.king, but have not proved a success/'e
